A b s t r a c t
Web Accessibility for disabled people has posed a challenge to the civilized societies that claim to uphold the principles of equal opportunity and nondiscrimination. Certain concrete measures have been taken to narrow down the digital divide between normal and disabled users of Internet technology. The efforts have resulted in enactment of legislations and laws and mass awareness about the discriminatory nature of the accessibility issue, besides the efforts have resulted in the development of commensurate technological tools to develop and test the Web accessibility. World Wide Web consortium"s (W3C) Web Accessibility Initiative (WAI) has framed a comprehensive document comprising of set of guidelines to make the Web sites accessible to the users with disabilities. This paper is about the issues and aspects surrounding Web Accessibility. The details and scope are kept limited to comply with the aim of the paper which is to create awareness and to provide basis for in-depth investigation.
D i s a b i l i t y a n d A c c e s s i b i l i t y

. . D i s a b i l i t y
"Disability" is any restriction or lack of ability to perform an activity in the manner or within the range considered normal for a human being (United Nations, 1983).
According to UK"s Disability Discrimination Act (DDA) "a person has a disability if he has a physical or mental impairment which has a substantial and long-term adverse effect on his ability to carry out normal day-to-day activities. As per Americans with disability act (ADA), the term "disability" with respect to an individual stands to mean a physical or mental impairment that substantially limits one or more of the major life activities of such individual (ADA, 1990). in a number of enactment of legislations and laws in different countries, development of necessary technologies and web authoring tools, the development of standards to make the websites universally accessible and the accessibility evaluation tools to check conformity of websites to the set standards. United States passed ADA in 1990 and subsequently amended the section 508 of the Rehabilitation Act in 1998 addressing the issues of access to the sources of information by the disabled people. In UK Disability
W e b A c c e s s i b i l i t y C h a l l e n g e
Discrimination Act was introduced in 1995 to protect the rights of the disabled people
Web A u t h o r i n g and Assistive Technologies
Web accessibility directly depends on the tools that are used to develop a website called web authoring technologies and the technologies that interface the disabled users with machine are called assistive technologies.
Web Authoring Technology
Hyper Text Mark Up Language (HTML) is effectively used to develop a website that conforms to the set standards. In HTML the layout of the webpage is controlled with the help of formatting tags. The tags determine the visual presentation of the embedded elements. In the extensible HTML (XHTML) the presentational tags and attributes are removed from the individual elements and are collected separately on the HTML file or in a different file which is then included in the HTML page.
Assistive Technology
Assistive technologies include screen readers and magnifiers, closed captioning, alternative keyboards, and other special software and equipment that make information devices more accessible. The most discussed assistive technology in context of web accessibility is screen readers. Screen reader is software that presents the structured webpage as a linear document by reading the content of a computer screen aloud to the visually impaired user.
Evaluation Tools
Website evaluation is conducted on the websites to establish whether they conform to the web accessibility standards set by WCAG 1. displays a detailed report of the test indicating the conformance or otherwise to the set guidelines.
Conclusion
The Internet and web though being there now for more than a decade can still be considered as a recent phenomenon in the lives of people. The people who were already approaching old age when Web started found it difficult to use and understand the new technology because of its complexities. However, in present time the case is different and in future more people who will be in old age will be using Internet and Web as they are already familiar with it now being in their late middle ages. The inference is that much impairment that prevents the affected people to use the advanced technology like information technology appears and aggravates with the growing age, and in future the growing aged population who will be habitual users of Internet and Web will be on rise.
So if accessibility is not sufficiently up, the agenda right now, but in future it will be just for the reason that it will affect far more people than it does today.
